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3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the report 




Box No. H 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 
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Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 
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Box No. W 


Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. VIII 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44fcw.3(c) and 93bisA but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule AAbis 2). 
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Basis of the opinion 
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International application No. 

PCT/DE2004/001486 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 


1 1 This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 


, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 


Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 




2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




| | a sequence listing 




| | tables) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




^ J in written format 




| | in computer readable form 




c. time of filing/funushing 




| | contained in the international application as Filed. 




|[ | filed together with the international application in computer readable form 




P^j furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 




3. 1 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 

filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 


4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II 



Priority 



IXI The following document has not yet been furnished: 

copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis. 1 and 66.7(a)). 
P] translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43Ws. 1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has nevertheless been established on 
the assumption that the relevant date in the claimed priority date. 

□ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found invalid 
(Rules 43bis.\ and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international Filing date indicated above is considered to be the 
relevant date. 



3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(l) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 2 , 3 

Claims 1 / 4 , 5 



Claims 2 , 3 



Claims 1 , 4 , 5 



Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1 — 5 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations; 

1 The present opinion makes reference to the following 
documents : 

Dl: GB 556 045 A (FREDERICK WILLIAM PETER TAYLOR) 

17 September 1943 (1943-09-17) 
D2: WO 91/02041 A (KAKUI KABUSHIKI KAISHA) 

21 February 1991 (1991-02-21) 
D3: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 0081, no. 87 

(C-240), 28 August 1984 (1984-08-28) & 

JP 59 082992 A (KOGYO GIJUTSUIN; others: 0J) , 

14 May 1984 (1984-05-14) 
D4: US 2003/119407 Al (ALMSTROM JEANETTE ET AL) 

26 June 2003 (2003-06-26) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 The phrase "of the main constituents" in claim 1 is 
vague and unclear and leaves the reader uncertain as 
to the meaning of the technical feature in question. 
As a result, the subject matter of said claim is not 
clearly defined (PCT Article 6) (PCT Guidelines 
5.34) . 



Applicant is also advised that expressions such as 



Form PCT/1S A/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 


International application No. 


INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


PCT/DE2004/001486 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement , 

"such as" or "such as for example" must be carefully 
examined as to whether they might not create lack of 
certainty. Expressions of this kind do not restrict 
the scope of protection of the claim; that is to 
say, any feature preceded by such an expression must 
be considered entirely optional (PCX Guidelines 
5.40) . 



2.2 The present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of claim 1 is not novel within the 
meaning of PCT Article 33(2). 

Document Dl discloses a mixed fibre batt for 
producing nonwoven (page 1 lines 28-33) , the batt 
consisting of the main constituents cellulose fibres 
and kapok fibres (page 1 lines 50-54, page 2 lines 
4-10: kapok + cotton, i.e. cellulose fibres, = 60 + 
15 = 75% by weight) . 

The same is true of the documents D2 (see the 
abstract; "jute fibres" consist of cellulose fibres) 
and D3 (see Patent Abstract of Japan; kapok fibres + 
cellulose fibres = 65-80% by weight) . 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 4, 5 



Claims 4 and 5 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

they refer, meet the PCT requirements for novelty 
and inventive step: 



a) claim 4: see Dl page 1 lines 28-33; 

b) claim 5: see D2, especially the corresponding 
WPI/Derwent Abstract, where polyester fibres are 
disclosed. 



4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 3 



These dependent claims disclose a combination of 
features which is neither known from nor suggested 
by the documents Dl, D2, D3. The subject matter of 
claims 2 and 3 therefore appears to be novel (PCT 
Article 33(2)) and inventive (PCT Article 33(3)). 



However, D2 and D3 are only brief abstracts of the 
Japanese documents WO 91/02041 and JP 59082992. For 
this reason, the filing of a translation of D2 and 
D3 would be particularly useful, since the use of 
chemically produced cellulose fibres such as lyocell 
fibres could be disclosed therein. 



5 Miscellaneous 



Industrial applicability should be obvious (PCT 
Article 33 (4) ) . 



Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , the description 
does not cite D1-D4 or indicate the relevant prior 
art disclosed therein. 
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